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more important, and as those who served the
nation otherwise must also be taught to follow the
godly life, Knox wanted all education to be in the
hands of the Kirk. The Catholic Church had
maintained schools in Scotland as in other
countries, and although, before the Reformation,
schools had been established in Scotland by the
civil authority, they were generally under
ecclesiastical influence.
Knox, however, wanted the Kirk to be the only
body concerned with education. The Book of
Discipline pleaded for elementary education for
everyone ; children who seemed likely to benefit
from further education were to be transferred to
secondary schools ; and the cream of the second-
ary-school pupils was to be given a university
education at the expense of the Kirk. This
was an ambitious project, but a thoroughly
sound one. Not until two hundred years after
Knox put forward his scheme for compulsory
elementary education did such a scheme come
into force in Britain. Within the last thirty
years, and particularly since the War, facilities
have been given which enable the promising
student to obtain a secondary or university
education at little cost to his parents, but even
to-day many who would benefit from such an
education fail to obtain it. There are few people
who have not known a brilliant student denied a
higher education because of the selfishness of his